II. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition for stimulating nitric oxide 
production in mammalian cells, said composition comprising an effective amount of 
[[an]] a water soluble extract of a p l ant s el ect e d from th e group cons i st i ng of A lli um 
v i n e a le , sa li x a l ba , Agropyrum spp., P e tros e linium cr i spum, Taraxacum off i c i na le , 
Panax qu i nqu e fo li um, M e d i cago spp., P i p e r m e thyst i cum, Anth e m i s spp., Turn e ra 
d i ffusa, V e rbascum d e ns i f l orum, Qc i mum spp., Maranta arund i nac e a e , Cor i andrum 
sat i vum, Art e m e s i a dracuncu l us, Lav e ndula august i fo li a, M e ntha pu le g i um, C e nt ell a 
as i at i ca, G i nko b il oba and V i t i s v i n i fora Salix alba: and 

said extract contains water soluble component having a molecular weight of 
192.15 Daltons . 

2. (Original) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 1 wherein said extract 
has the ability to stimulate nitric oxide release in the range of 1 5 nM to 1 00 nM in pedal 
ganglia cells. 

3. (Original) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 1 wherein said extract 
has the ability to stimulate nitric oxide release in the range of 50 nM to 100 nM in 
endothelial cells. 
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4. (Original) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 2 wherein said extract 
contains water soluble components having molecular weights in the range of about 50 
to about 5000 Daltons. 

5. (Original) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 3 wherein said extract 
contains water soluble components having molecular weights in the range of about 50 
to about 500 Daltons. 

6. (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 4, 
additionally characterized as exhibiting a single major peak on high performance liquid 
chromatographic analysis in 10 nM sodium chloride, [[0,5]] 0,5 mM EDTA, 100 mM 
sodium acetate and 50% acetonitrile, pH 5.0. 

7. (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 5, 
additionally characterized as exhibiting a single major peak on high performance liquid 
chromatographic analysis in 10 nM sodium chloride, [[0,5]] 0^5 mM EDTA, 100 mM 
sodium acetate and 50% acetonitrile, pH 5.0. 

8. - 14. (Canceled) 
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15. (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition for treating bacterial infections, 
viral infections, asthma, and/or inflammation in a mammal, said composition comprising 
an effective amount of an extract of a plant in a pharmaceutically acceptable vehicle, 
said plant being so l octod from the group consist i ng of A lli um v i noa l o, sa li x a l ba, 
Agropyrum spp., P e tros eli n i um cr i spum, Taraxacum off i c i na le , S e samum i nd i cum, 
M e d i cago spp., P i p e r m e thyst i cum, Anth e mis spp., Turn e ra d i ffusa, V e rbascum 
d e ns i f l orum, Oc i mum spp., Maranta arundinacea e , Cor i andrum sat i vum, Art e m e s i a 
dracuncu l us, Lav e ndu l a august i fo li a, M e ntha pu le g i um, C e nt ell a as i at i ca, G i nko b il oba 
and V i t i s v i n i f e ra Salix alba , prepared by a process comprising: 

(a) homogenizing the plant parts; 

(b) preparing an extract from said plant parts, wherein said extract contains a water 
soluble component having a molecular weight of 192.15 Daltons ; and 

(c) substantially removing components from said extract of molecular weight greater 
than about 5000 Daltons. 

16. (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition [[of]] according to claim 1 5, 
wherein the plant parts include leaves, flowers, bark or rhizomes. 

17. (New) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 15 further comprising at 
least one water soluble component selected from a group consisting of: a water 
soluble component have a molecular weight of 353.28 Daltons, a water soluble 
component have a molecular weight of 1 09.09 Daltons, and a water soluble 
component have a molecular weight of 97.1 Daltons. 
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18. (New) A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 1 further comprising at 
least one water soluble component selected from a group consisting of: a water 
soluble component have a molecular weight of 353.28 Daltons, a water soluble 
component have a molecular weight of 1 09.09 Daltons, and a water soluble 
component have a molecular weight of 97.1 Daltons. 
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